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Adopted 9/27/06 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSION FOR WOMEN 

 
401 North Washington Street, Suite 100 

Rockville, Maryland 20850 

 

ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING MINUTES 
 

August 30, 2006                6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

ATTENDING     STAFF  

Leila Aridi Afas      Paula S. Rodgers 
Gloria A. Aparicio      Claudia Lujan 
Patricia E. Cornish      Mary Stanley  
Holly Fechner      Judith Vaughan-Prather 
Judy A. Goldberg 
Deborah Horan 
Anne S. Kasper 
Elizabeth Keyes 
Resa Levy 
Martha Nguyen      
Regina L. Oldak       
Tedi S. Osias  
Shelia C. Parker 
Fauzia S. Rashid       
Yun Jung Yang 
 
 

 
 

President Horan called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the 2006 
CFW Annual Planning Meeting.  Ms. Horan thanked Administrative Specialist Paula Rodgers 
for arranging the dinner and thanked Commissioners Osias and Yang for the delicious deserts. 
 
Each commissioner and employee introduced themselves.  Mary Stanley, CFW’s new Budget 
and Legislative Specialist, and Claudia Lujan, CFW’s new Program Specialist were 
introduced and welcomed.  Commissioners also explained their professional and personal 
backgrounds and briefly mentioned the issues that were of particular importance to them. 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
 
Upon the motion made by Commissioner Oldak, duly seconded by Commissioner Levy and 
unanimously adopted, the Agenda was approved as presented.   
 
 
President Horan noted that in the Minutes of the July 26, 2006 CFW meeting on page 5, there 
was some question about the date that the Human Relations Transition Employment Panel 
was disbanded.  Staff will confirm the panel was disbanded in 2003.  Upon the motion made 
by Commissioner Kasper, duly seconded by Commissioner Afas and unanimously passed, the 
Minutes of July 26, 2006 were adopted. 
 
I. BUSINESS MEETING 
 
 A. BPW Women of Achievement Event 
 

 The Montgomery County BPW Annual Awards Gala will take place on 
October 17, 2006 at the Gaithersburg Holiday Inn.  CFW is already a co-
sponsor of this event.  BPW is seeking nominees to honor women who have 
excelled in their careers.  In 2005, CFW’s Commissioner Shirley Johnson was 
recognized as one of the Women of Achievement.   

 
 Commissioner Levy moved that Commissioner Yun Jung Yang be nominated 

for the BPW Women of Achievement Award.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Afas and enthusiastically adopted by all.  Executive Director 
Vaughan-Prather will prepare the nomination.  The deadline for submitting 
nominations is September 15, 2006.   

 
B. WBO Anniversary Event 
 
 The Women Business Owners celebrates its 10th Annual Women in Business 

Gala on October 19, 2006 at the Pooks Hill Marriott.  Commissioners were 
recently polled via e-mail and the decision was made to co-sponsor this event 
and that vote must now be ratified.  Commissioner Oldak moved that CFW 
serve as a co-sponsor of this year’s Gala; the motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Levy and passed unanimously.   

 
 As a co-sponsor, CFW is asked to help WBO garner three nominations for 

each of the three categories of awards to be issued at the event.  
Commissioners then discussed ideas for getting nominations.  Upon the motion 
made by Commissioner Cornish, seconded by Commissioner Osias and 
unanimously passed, a decision was reached to ask each commissioner to 
inform their constituents of the opportunity for submitting nominations.  The 
motion included authorization for the CFW Executive Committee to decide 
who to nominate.   
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C. MLAW Board of Directors Election 
 

 Commissioners were polled to vote on the slate of officers for the 2006-2007 
MLAW Board of Directors; but insufficient response was received for the 
CFW to vote. However, the slate presented by MLAW was elected.   

 
 On October 15, 2006, MLAW will hold the Second Annual Legislative 

Agenda Conference to solicit suggestions for its agenda.  The conference will 
be held at the American Federation of Teachers, Conference Room, 5800 
Metro Drive in Baltimore, Maryland, from 12 to 4 p.m. 

 
D. Montgomery County BPW Partner for Progress 
 
 On September 19, 2006, BPW is hosting “Partner for Progress,” an 

information exchange of Montgomery County women’s organizations.  The 
event will take place at the Doubletree Hotel in Rockville, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.  Representatives from women’s organizations are invited to attend and 
share their organizations’ visions, missions, and ideas to partner for progress.   

 
E. Maryland Women’s Heritage Center Request 
 
 Executive Director Vaughan-Prather received an e-mail from Linda Shevitz 

asking for the MCCFW’s participation in a 30th Anniversary program on the 
historical significance of the National Women’s Conference in Houston which 
took place in 1977.  The anniversary is in 2007 and the planners would like to 
hold a program in Montgomery County.  Carmen Delgado Votaw is the 
planned keynote speaker, and “School Girls Unite,” the group that supports 
leadership development for girls globally, was also asked to participate.   

 
 Commissioner Kasper said that she was the chair of the Health Committee for 

the 1977 Conference in Houston.  She agreed to look into what plans are being 
made for the anniversary conference and will serve as CFW’s liaison for this 
effort.  Ms. Kasper will contact Ms. Shevitz, keep CFW informed, and make 
recommendations re CFW’s involvement. 

 
F. MCPS Girls and Technology Task Force 
 
 On August 14, Commissioner Cornish represented CFW at the presentation on 

the Task Force’s report to the Board of Education.  The Task Force was 
created in 2005 in response to CFW’s recommendation.  Executive Director 
Vaughan-Prather has been the Commission’s representative on the Task Force 
and County Councilwoman Nancy Floreen chaired it and led the presentation.   
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 Commissioner Cornish moved and Commissioner Aparicio seconded a motion 
that CFW write to the Superintendent of Schools, Jerry Weast, and the Board 
of Education President, Charles Haughey, commending the report and urging 
the Superintendent and the Board to: 

 
� communicate to the MCPS faculty the priority of encouraging girls and 

minorities in information technology courses;     
� develop an IT unit/module or course for every student in every grade, 

K-12, as recommended by the Task Force; and 
� develop comprehensive pathway programs that would integrate core 

academic classes with technology classes in multi-year programs. 
 

 Commissioners asked that the letter also mention the need for MCPS to 
facilitate access to computers for children of low income families.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  Staff will draft the letter. 

 
II. ORIENTATION TO PLANNING PROCESS…………………….President Horan 
 

President Horan emphasized the importance of commissioner attendance at meetings 
and participation in projects, noting that the agenda the Commission is likely to adopt 
will be exceedingly demanding and will require the work of all commissioners.   
 

 President Horan explained the goal for the Annual Planning Meeting session which 
was to develop a consensus of the CFW’s agenda for the 2006-07 year.  She also 
reviewed the ground rules for discussion and CFW’s legislative mandate and mission 
and explained the criteria that had to be met when selecting CFW projects.  All of this 
information was distributed to commissioners with the agenda packet materials. 

 
III. COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

A. Policy and Legislation (PAL) …………………………………………...Kasper 
  
 A report of last year’s legislative agenda was distributed.  This year, several 

issues will be proposed:  
 

- health care reform, including the Healthy Maryland initiative and the 
Health Care for All bill 

- child care legislation 
- human trafficking bill 
 
- Other issues that PAL might undertake include paid sick leave, 

microbocide research for the prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, 
and monitoring the implementation of the FDA’s ruling of emergency 
contraception.   
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- Commissioner Kasper said that she will continue chairing the Maryland 

Women’s Health Care Coalition. 
 

B. Immigrant Women in Montgomery County (IWin) ………………...…….Yang 
 
 Last year, the IWin Committee finished the first part of the IWORK project 

with the publication of its two new brochures in five languages.  The 
committee conducted fund raising to help with the cost of publication of the 
brochures.  Sixteen thousand copies of the brochures were distributed to 110 
agencies and committee members participated in an extensive media outreach 
campaign. 

 
 In 2005, the County Council commissioned a study by a research team of 

George Washington University graduate students on the issue of domestic 
workers.  The report was issued and the County Council has asked CFW for its 
recommendations.  The recommendations are due to the County Council’s 
Health and Human Services Committee by October 16. 

 
 This year, IWin proposes to: 
 

- continue outreach for the IWORK brochures; 
- print and distribute the Domestic Workers Employment Guide in English, 

French, and Spanish; and  
- develop CFW’s response regarding the domestic workers study and present 

it to the County Council on October 16. 
 

C. Status of Women in Montgomery County (SWIM)…………………….Cornish 
 
 The SWIM Committee is collecting data and analyzing it for the Status of 

Women Report to be published in 2007.  The project is in the second of its 2-
year projected time line.  So far, four of the six sections have been drafted and 
reviewed, but there is much work still to be done.  The committee’s goal is to 
have the final report written, published and issued during Women’s History 
Month in March 2007. 

 
D. 35th Anniversary Commemoration Team (35th ACT) ……………………Levy 
 
 CFW has already agreed to the proposal that CFW host a pre-concert event at 

the Strathmore Hall to commemorate the anniversary of CFW’s establishment.  
Commissioner Levy will chair the Anniversary Commemoration Team which 
also includes President Horan and Commissioners Aparicio, Goldberg, Levy, 
Nguyen, Parker, and Yang.  Executive Director Vaughan-Prather will staff the 
Committee. 
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Commissioner Parker moved that the CFW adopt the PAL, SWIM, IWin and ACT 
Committees as its work plan for FY 2007.  Commissioner Keyes seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
The following committees were formed around the issues.  Chairpersons are noted by 
the asterisk. 
 
 Committee       Members 

Policy and Legislation (PAL)      Anne Kasper* 
         Leila Afas 
         Gloria Aparicio** 
         Pat Cornish 
         Holly Fechner 
         Deborah Horan 
         Reggie Oldak 
         Shelia Parker 
 
**Commissioner Aparicio agreed to chair the 2007 Women’s Legislative Briefing 
planning committee. 
          
           
Immigrant Women in Montgomery County (IWin)   Yun JungYang* 
         Gloria Aparicio 
         Judy Goldberg 
         Deborah Horan 
         Elizabeth Keyes 
         Resa Levy 
         Martha Nguyen 
         Fauzia Rashid 
          
Status of Women in Montgomery County (SWIM)   Pat Cornish* 
         Leila Aridi Afas 
         Deborah Horan 
         Tedi Osias 
         Fauzia Rashid 
         Yun Jung Yang 
 
35th Anniversary Commemoration Team (ACT)   Resa Levy* 
         Gloria Aparacio 
         Judy Goldberg 
         Deborah Horan 
         Martha Nguyen 
         Shelia Parker 
         Yun Jung Yang 
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IV. REVIEW CURRENT COMMITMENTS…………………President Horan 

 
A. Women’s Legislative Briefing – Commissioners are urged to encourage their 

endorsing organizations to co-sponsor the 2007 Briefing, which will be held on 
January 28, 2007.  The fee for co-sponsorship is $50.  Commissioners are also 
expected to attend the Briefing.   

 
B. President’s Advisory Council – The CFW is the most appropriate organization 

to convene this group and will continue to do so.  Suggestion was made to send 
save-the-date notices about a PAC meeting to be held in November.  The CFW 
may decide to hold a second PAC meeting in March 2007, pending the 
completion of the Status of Women report. 

 
C. Community Service Day – Commissioner Parker agreed to serve as 

coordinator of CFW’s participation in the 2007 Montgomery County 
Community Service Day.  She suggested that CFW provide supplies for a local 
shelter, similar to the project in 2003 when, as its Community Service Day 
project, Commissioners and staff donated funds and purchased items that were 
on a local women’s shelter “wish list.”    

 
 Commissioner Yang moved that CFW adopt the Sophia House Shelter as its 

2006 Community Service Day project.  Commissioner Afas seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.  Commissioner Parker will obtain a wish 
list from the shelter that will be distributed to commissioners with the 
September meeting agenda packet. 

 
D. Domestic Violence Coordinating Council (DVCC) 
 
 Executive Director Vaughan-Prather has been appointed to serve as CFW’s 

representative on the DVCC.  The Council’s first meeting is on a Wednesday 
evening.  Because the Commission for Women has committee meetings 
scheduled on that date, Ms. Vaughan-Prather will not be able to attend. 

 
E. National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW) 
 
 The MCCFW will continue to provide office and staff support to NACW.  

Commissioner Cornish and Executive Director Vaughan-Prather serve as 
Associate Directors of NACW.  Shirley Thomas, a Howard University School 
of Social Work intern who worked with CFW last school year, is returning in 
September to complete her internship with CFW.  Ms. Thomas will continue to 
provide staff support to the Executive Director on various projects including 
NACW.    
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V.      REVIEW AND DESIGNATION OF LIAISONS 
 

 Liaisons for the following organizations were selected for Fiscal Year 2007: 

Organization     FY 06 Liaison 

� Women’s Fair    To be decided once the status of the 2007 
         Women’s Fair is known 

� DV Coordinating Council  Judith Vaughan-Prather 

� Divorce Roundtable   Elma Rambo 
� BPW Women of Achievement Pat Cornish 
� HRC Fair Housing Committee Martha Nguyen  
� MCPS Girls & Technology Task 

         Task Force    Judith Vaughan-Prather 

� M-LAW    Tedi Osias 
� NACW    Pat Cornish and Judith Vaughan-Prather 

 
 

VI. CFW VICE PRESIDENT ELECTIONS  
 

 According to CFW Bylaws, the election of the first and second vice president shall 
take place annually two months after the confirmation of the new commissioners.   

Intent to Run Forms were distributed in the July CFW agenda packet and are due now.  
Commissioner Yang indicated her intent to run for first vice president and 
Commissioner Levy indicated her intent to run for second vice president. The Election 
will be held during the September 27 CFW meeting. 
 

VII. REVIEW – DID WE ACCOMPLISH THE GOALS OF THE EVENING? 

 
The Commissioners unanimously agreed that the goals of the CFW Annual Planning 
Meeting had been met.  President Horan stated that the Commission had a full, solid 
agenda that will result in very meaningful work and she thanked the commissioners 
for their participation. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Commission for Women, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 

 
 
 

Minutes Submitted By 

Paula S. Rodgers 

Montgomery County Commission for Women  


